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Headteacher's Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As with many organisations, school life is filled with development priorities. Once an 

objective has been set and actions taken to achieve it, we reach the most rewarding stage 

of the cycle: monitoring the impact of our work and celebrating the progress being made. 

At WPS, our teaching practice has for many years been rooted in the principles of cognitive 

science. A key element of this is retrieval practice. Retrieval practice involves giving pupils 

regular opportunities to recall and revisit prior learning. The purpose is not to test them, 

but to strengthen their memory, helping them retain key knowledge over time so they can 

make stronger connections in their future learning. 

This week, Mrs Walker and I started gathering pupil voice linked to retrieval practice as part 

of our monitoring. It was fantastic to hear pupils speak confidently about how these 

activities help them remember what they learned in previous units of work. They were able 

to recall knowledge and vocabulary they had been taught and later retrieved. Their reflections showed a real understanding of why we use 

retrieval practice and how it supports their learning. For teachers, retrieval practice offers another opportunity to assess and identify any gaps in 

pupils' knowledge that may need addressing as we move through the curriculum. 

We are incredibly proud of the way our pupils engage with these strategies and of the dedication shown by staff in embedding them across the 

school. Together, they are helping to build strong, confident learners who are well prepared for the next steps in their education. 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend! 

Best wishes, Miss Paalanen 

 

 

 



Key Dates & Notices 

School Calendar: 

Fri 28th Nov - Newsletter 

WSA Christmas Event [5-7.30pm] After School Club held in Honeypot Building 

Mon 1st Dec- Book fair in Library [3.15-4.15pm] 

Tue 2nd Dec- Year 2 Trip to the Polar Museum [Group 1 2BP & Group 2 2EB/SB] 

Book fair in Library [3.15-4.15pm] 

Fri 5th Dec- Year 1 Trip to the Polar Museum [Group 3 1JE & Group 4 1SaP] 

WSA Pre-loved Uniform Sale [3-3.30pm] 

Tue 9th Dec - Reception 'The BIG Little Nativity' Performance [from 9.30am] 

Wed 10th Dec- Reception 'The BIG Little Nativity' Performance [from 2.30pm] 

Fri 12th Dec - WSA Christmas Movie Night [doors open 5.50pm, films start 6pm] 

Tue 16th Dec- Carol Service at St Mary's and All Saint Church [Reception - Year 2 from 9.30am | Years 3-6 from 10.50am] 

Fri 19th Dec- Last day of Autumn Term - No After School Club  

Christmas Jumper Day &Traditional Christmas Lunch  - see note below 

End of Term Reports 

Newsletter 

Mon 22nd Dec 2025 - Fri 2nd Jan 2026 - Christmas Break [School and Pre-school Closed] 

Mon 5th Jan - Professional Training Day [School and Pre-school Closed to pupils] 

Tue 6th Jan - School and Pre-school open for Spring Term - Breakfast and After School Clubs resume 

 

Please use this link for dates of 2025/26 academic year - https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=164 

 

https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=164


 
 

EYFS 'The BIG Little Nativity': 

A gentle reminder for parents of Reception children that tickets for the performance on Tuesday 9th December are still available. Please use the 

link shared in your emails to place your order. 

Roast Dinner Thursday: 

Please note that The Lunchtime Company will be serving the Friday meal options from Week 1 of the school menu on Thursday 18th December, 

due to the Traditional Christmas Dinner being served on Friday 19th December. 

Children In Need: 

Thank you for all donations made on Friday 14th November, for participating with wearing odd socks to school for the day. We are pleased to 

share that together, we raised a total of £323.45! 

Winter Weather – Outdoor Clothing and Labelling: 

As we move into the winter months, please ensure your child brings appropriate clothing to wear outside during break and lunchtime each day. 

Please also make sure that all uniform items, PE kit, coats, and any other clothing are clearly named. We currently have a large amount of 

unnamed lost property. Named items can be returned to your child quickly, but unnamed, unclaimed items may need to be placed in the 

second-hand uniform sale. 



Dave and his amazing Wonderdome Planetarium! 

   

This Wednesday, Years 1 and 2 and Years 5 and 6 had a very special visitor in school: Dave and his amazing Wonderdome planetarium! 

In the morning, Years 5 and 6 were treated to a fascinating journey through the Solar System, travelling out into galaxies far, far away. Pupils 

explored the relative sizes of the planets, discovered just how ginormous the Sun truly is, and learned why Pluto is classified as a dwarf planet. 

This visit complemented their science learning perfectly, building on their previous unit on Earth and Space. 

At the end of the session, the pupils had the opportunity to ask questions, and we were incredibly impressed by the depth of their knowledge—a 

brilliant example of active participation and engaging with learning beyond the classroom. 

In the afternoon, Years 1 and 2 visited the planetarium as part of their pre-learning for a history unit on The Space Race. Some fun introductory 

activities helped pupils get used to the dome environment before they were shown the planets and examples of space flight. They “flew” to the 

Moon and even explored different habitats and animals across Earth—an exciting way to link their prior knowledge to new experiences and to 

nurture their sense of wonder. 

A huge thank you to the WSA for funding this experience—we are sure the children will be talking about it for days to come! 

 



Year 4 Rock Stars! 

On 27th November, Year 4 visited the Sedgwick Museum to consolidate and extend their knowledge of all things rocks. We observed 

mesmerising minerals - the building blocks of rocks - as well as rocks from outer space and the top of Mt. Everest! 

All of the children represented Willingham brilliantly and returned with more knowledge and appreciation for the humble - or not so humble - 

rock.' 

 



House Points Update from Our House Captains 

 

Every week, we publish the house points in the school newsletter. The job of counting the 

merits falls to our dedicated House Captains, who explained their role as follows: 

“Every Thursday lunchtime we go from class to class, counting the merits for our house 

and recording them in our House Captain books. When we walk round, we're always 

proud of the merits our house has earned. Mrs Price’s class always has loads! Every 

Friday, we announce the results in assembly and love seeing the reactions of the 

children—especially the younger ones!” 

 

When a house wins first place, the Captains use the following announcement: 

“Congratulations, [house]! With [total number] merits, we came 1st. We are so proud of your efforts this week. Remember, effort always 

leads to success. Keep up the hard work, and well done to all the other houses. Have a great weekend – Go [house]!” 

 

The Captains also shared what merits mean to them: 

“Merits make people feel happy.” 

“Merits make us want to do the work – it encourages us.” 

“It’s rewarding, that sense of pride when we get a merit.” 

 

In the words of the House Captains: “Every merit counts!” 



   



H.E.R.O Bears 

   

 

 

 



Talking Christmas with BBC Cambridgeshire Breakfast 

Wednesday 3rd Dec at 06:25 and 08:25 - The Christmas Countdown interviews with them for The Dotty Mcleod Breakfast Show on BBC Radio 

Cambridgeshire. 

 

Please feel free to share this with families so they can listen in and enjoy the festive fun! 

 

Ways to listen: 

• 95.7FM / 96FM 

• DAB Digital Radio 

• on your smart speaker, just say “Play BBC Radio Cambridgeshire” 

• on the BBC Sounds app 

 

Thanks again for such a warm welcome at Willingham Primary School, it was a joy to visit, and I hope you all enjoy hearing the finished piece on 

air. 

 

Festive thanks! 

Josh, Dotty and the rest of the team 

BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Safety - Slang 

 

Slang moves fast- and for many young people, it's not just how they talk, but how they share their identity and feelings. Learning key terms helps 

adults connect and show understanding, even if the lingo seems baffling at first. 

 

https://www.willingham.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=3834&type=pdf


Contact Us 

Willingham Primary School  - Headteacher Mona Paalanen  

office@willingham.cambs.sch.uk | 01954 283030  

Honeypot Pre-school - Manager Kate Van Dort 

honeypot@willingham.cambs.sch.uk | 01954 201567 

Help is available if you are experiencing domestic abuse. Call the national domestic abuse helpline on 

0808 2000 247.  Or contact our Domestic Abuse Lead, Michelle Lenk, in confidence via 

email mlenk@willingham.cambs.sch.uk who will be able to offer support and advice. 

 

mailto:office@willingham.camsb.sch.uk
mailto:honeypot@willingham.cambs.sch.uk
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